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National Guard to host 32nd annual Golden Coyote exercise 

 

RAPID CITY, S.D. – The South Dakota National Guard will host its 32nd annual Golden Coyote training 

exercise in the Black Hills June 11 – 25 to provide military units with relevant training opportunities in 

support of overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. 

 

Created in 1984 by the SDNG, with the cooperation of the National Forest Service and Custer State Park, 

this year’s exercise will allow about 3,400 service members to conduct combat-support and service-

support missions in a realistic training environment and provide valuable services to the public. 

 

There will be 44 military units representing 12 states and four foreign nations participating in the exercise 

from multiple branches of military service – Army, Navy and Air Force – working together to create an 

invaluable training experience. Participating units conduct military operations, train on their equipment 

and employ tactics, and complete various humanitarian missions and engineer projects that help improve 

the forest and infrastructure of many communities. 

 

Local residents receive numerous benefits from the many engineer projects conducted during the exercise. 

Units transport timber to Native American communities that use it as firewood, conduct building 

construction, repair and upgrades, identify hazardous wilderness areas and make them safe for public use, 

and resurface local roadways that have fallen into disrepair.  

 

Units participate in many training tasks and battle drills such as combat patrols, urban combat operations, 

land navigation, first aid, casualty evacuation and convoy operations. This provides a valuable 

opportunity for units to train on skills needed for any future overseas deployment. 

 

Residents should be aware of an increase in military traffic throughout the region and in the communities 

of Rapid City, Hill City and Custer and can expect an increase in noise levels due to military training. 

Aircraft will be operating throughout the area and will respond to real-world emergencies during the 

exercise and remain in an all-hours-ready status. The public is asked to remain at a safe distance from all 

moving military vehicles and aircraft to prevent injury to personnel or damage to property. 

 

FOR THE MEDIA: Media wanting to cover the activities and events of the exercise must be coordinated 

one day in advance through the Public Affairs Office. Please contact Capt. Amber Symonds at (605) 737-

6969 or cell (605) 639-5147, e-mail amber.a.symonds.mil@mail.mil. 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE 2016 GOLDEN COYOTE EXERCISE 

 

THE SOUTH DAKOTA NATIONAL GUARD WILL HOST ITS 31ST ANNUAL GOLDEN COYOTE 

TRAINING EXERCISE FROM JUNE 11 – 25 IN THE BLACK HILLS.  

 

ABOUT 3,400 SERVICE MEMBERS FROM 44 MILITARY UNITS REPRESENTING 12 STATES 

AND FOUR FOREIGN NATIONS ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE EXERCISE, WHICH PROVIDES 
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RELEVANT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES IN SUPPORT OF OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY 

OPERATIONS AND HOMELAND DEFENSE.  

 

THE EXERCISE ALSO PROVIDES VALUABLE SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT PROJECTS. 

 

RESIDENTS SHOULD BE AWARE OF AN INCREASE IN MILITARY TRAFFIC THROUGHOUT 

THE BLACK HILLS AND IN THE COMMUNITIES OF RAPID CITY, HILL CITY AND CUSTER, 

AND CAN EXPECT AN INCREASE IN NOISE LEVELS DUE TO MILITARY TRAINING.  

 

AIRCRAFT WILL BE OPERATING THROUGHOUT THE AREA AND WILL RESPOND TO REAL-

WORLD EMERGENCIES DURING THE EXERCISE AND REMAIN IN AN ALL-HOURS-READY 

STATUS. 

 

THE PUBLIC IS ASKED TO REMAIN AT A SAFE DISTANCE FROM ALL MOVING MILITARY 

VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT TO PREVENT INJURY TO PERSONNEL OR DAMAGE TO 

PROPERTY. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Capt. Amber Symonds at (605) 737-6969 or cell (605) 639-

5147, e-mail amber.a.symonds.mil@mail.mil. 
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